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DIARY DATES

Saturday 9 February Workday
Saturday 8 March Workday

Thursday 13 March Committee Meeting (17.30)
Saturday 12 April Workday

Thursday 24 April Committee Meeting (18.30)
Saturday 10 May AGM Workday

Thursday 5 June Committee Meeting (18.30)

All workdays start at 10am.
Meet by the shed at Roseholme end of site.

Committee meetings held at 146 Tonbridge
Road.

Birdwatch 2008

The annual RSPB birdwatch
took place on the weekend of
26-27 January. Trevor & Lyn
conducted the survey on the wildlife site
on Saturday morning.
21 species of bird were recorded in one
hour. The most common were Blue Tit,
Great Tit , Blackbird and Woodpigeon.
Notable sightings were Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Green Woodpecker, Red-
wing & Mistle Thrush, This is a useful
exercise as it tells us if we are managing
the area in a way that encourages more
species.
Wedsite address

If possible take a look at our new web-
site, it is very good and will keep you up
to date with what is happening on the
wildlife site. www.fantwildlife.org.uk



Happy New year to you all

Our January workday  dawned sunny & bright and we
welcomed a record number of volunteers. A dozen
black sacks of rubbish were collected and sorted for

recycling. A great new log pile was created and a start made on making the
steps down from the pond safer. Stout posts were put in and a handrail will be added at the
next workday. Also countless sacks of wood chipping’s were moved, to mulch around
trees, put under the seats to prohibit the growth of stinging nettles and spread over paths to
make them less slippery. Thanks everyone for turning out, please remember to come next
month on 9 February.

Grants

We have been fortunate to receive a grant from our local councilor Morel D’Souza. Many
thanks to him for his continuing support. This will help us to achieve this years goal of
buying a new mower and a new shed in which to keep it.

Mammal watch

Between 3 & 6 January John Callaghan of the Fant Management
Team carried out a small mammal survey at the Fant Wildlife
Site. The survey shows that the site is home to a thriving popu-
lation of wood mice. Bank voles were also found over the three
day period
The small mammal survey was conducted with the permission
of the Kent Mammal Group who Provided equipment and ex-
pertise. John was assisted on the site by Cassandra Ridley, a vis-
iting student from the University of East Anglia.
Humane traps were baited with cereal, apple and insect larvae to
tempt the small mammals into the open traps on cold winter
nights. On the last day of the survey some local children and
other members of the Fant Wildlife group observed the tech-
niques used for the survey and looked on as each mammal was
released safely back into the wild.

New noticeboard

We now have a very
nice new notice board by
the main entrance. Many
thanks to Bill Francis for
his sign writing.

Nature notes

Wood mouse/long tailed field mouse
Apodemus Sylvaticus)
With a body length of 8.75cm it is slight-
ly larger than a house mouse with a red-
dish brown back and grey/white belly.
Many wood mice have a long yellow
chest patch. They live in woodland,
hedgerows, gardens and nurseries as well
as houses and buildings. They will eat
grains, berries, buds, fruits, nuts, snails
and insects. Nesting in tunnels below
ground they breed from March to Octo-
ber and throughout winter if it is mild.
They can produce 5 litters a year with up
to 6 young in each.

Bankvole (Clethrionomys glareolus)
These mammals are 10cm in body length,
chestnut back and creamy grey below.
They are found in deciduous woods and
scrubs, especially along banks and hedge-
rows. They feed on green plants and
fruits such as hips & haws and occasion-
ally insects. They build a nest of grass
under roots and in tree stumps, between
April & September, having 4/5 litters per
year with an average of 4 in each.

Woodmouse Bankvole


